ACTION FOE SOCIAL WELFARE

of the judiciary is not distinct from that of the
legislature or that of the executive; both of
them have their judgment as to the meaning of
the law, and their judgment, of course, has
weight; but the final decision rests with the
courts.

Unless one has given careful attention to the
real significance of this power of interpretation
he is likely to underestimate it. We all know
that in our intercourse with our fellow-men
differences of opinion frequently arise. It is
probably no exaggeration to say that nine-
tenths of the disputes which result in lawsuits
arise simply as the result of misunderstandings
and of differences of opinion concerning the
meanings of laws, contracts and other agree-
ments. It is very difficult for our minds to
come absolutely into touch with those of others.
We see things from our point of view, they
from theirs. Moreover, it is often extremely
hard to express one's opinion without am-
biguity.

Our legislatures doubtless intend to pass
laws that will be helpful to the community,
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